June __, 2021
Tanya Cloutier, Asst. Planner
Jefferson County Community Development Department
85 SE D St
Madras, Oregon 97741

RE: Proposed wind turbine at 5145 SW Brandy Ln.
Dear Ms. Cloutier,
I am a Three Rivers Landowners Association property owner and have reviewed this proposal.  I have concerns.
While numerous wind generators are in use in Three Rivers, none are of the size and scale of the one proposed.  The proposed system is much larger than any that exist.  
Because of its larger size I have several concerns.  First, it will have a visual impact on the landscape and potentially interfere with views of mountains and surrounding areas.  
I am concerned with noise it will create.  While noise is not a criterion in the Jefferson County Zoning Code, our Association does have rules about noise.  According to a report produced by the National Wind Technology Center, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (Golden Colorado) in June 2001, the Whisper 100 will produce sound levels of 68 decibels in a 13 MPH wind.  The applicant has not identified whether they plan to install the Whisper 100 or 200 model.  The Whisper 200 model produces more noise.  Either unit would run afoul of our rule limiting noise after 11:00 pm.
To meet setback requirements found in the Zoning Code, the tower must be back from the road and property lines 88 feet.  The lot it will be installed on is only 200 feet wide.   The tower will need to be placed within 12 feet of the center of the property.  Though no scale is provided on the map showing the approximate location of the tower, it does not appear that it meets setback requirements at its proposed location.
Finally, the tower would be located within the Metolius Deer Range.  The guy wire system used to support the tower presents a threat to deer and other wildlife, particularly at night.
As an off-grid community I fully support the use of renewable energy.  However, it must be at a scale compatible with our community’s residential nature.
We request you deny this application for the wind generation facility.
Sincerely, 


